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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Amendments and Remarks received 09/07/2006. Per 
Applicant's request, claims 1, 9, 10, 13, 14, and 17-19 are amended. Claims 2, 3, 7, 15, 16, and 
20 are canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. In view of the amendments to independent claims, the prior 35 U.S.C. 101 rejections are 
hereby withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. In view of the amendment to claim 14, the prior first paragraph and second paragraph 35 
U.S.C. 1 12 rejections are hereby withdrawn. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
John S. Golian, Reg. No. 54,702 on 1 1/22/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Claims 1, 9, 13, and 14 are to be amended as follows: 
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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 . A method in a computing environment for configuring a product by determining 
compatibility of parts in a selected product configuration, the method comprising configuring the 
product by: 

receiving a selection of a new part; 

determining whether said new part is compatible with one or more existing parts of the 
product configuration; and 

[ if said new part is not compatible with one or more existing parts, determining a 
replacement part for one of an existing incompatible part and said new part, wherein a 
replacement part for said new part is determined if said existing incompatible part is a base part, 
and wherein a replacement part for said new part is determined if said existing incompatible part 
is an accessory part and an altemative accessory part for said existing incompatible part is not 
available, and wherein a replacement part for said existing incompatible part is determined if 
said existing incompatible part is an accessory part and an altemative accessory part is 
available for said existing incompatible part. ] 
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if said selected new part is not compatible with one or more existing parts, a compatible 
replacement determination for a compatible product configuration selection to be made as 
follows: 

if said new part is incompatible with a base part, deselect said new part, and select a 
compatible replacement for said new part: 

if said new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and an alternate 
accessory part is not available, deselect said new part and select a compatible replacement for 
said new part: 

else if said selected new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and 
an altemate accessory part is available, deselect said existing accessory part, select said alternate 
accessory part, and maintain the selection of said new part: and 

displaying valid product configuration, comprising said compatible product configuration 
selections. 

Claim 9. A computer system capable of configuring a product by determining the 
compatibility of parts in a product configuration, the computer system comprising a computer 
storage medium having a plurality of computer software components embodied thereon, the 
computer software components comprising: 


Application/Control Number: 10/054,503 


Art Unit: 2191 


Pages 


a compatibility component which determines whether a selected part is compatible with 
existing parts of the configuration; 

a replacement component which determines a replacement part for one of an existing 
incompatible part and said selected part if a determination of incompatibility is made, 

[wherein a replacement part for said selected part is determined if said existing incompatible part 
is a base part, and wherein a replacement part for said selected part is determined if said existing 
incompatible part is an accessory part and an alternative accessory part for said existing 
incompatible part is not available, and wherein a replacement part for said existing incompatible 
part is determined if said existing incompatible part is an accessory part and an alternative 
accessory part is available for said existing incompatible part; and 

a product configuration component which configures the product using the replacement 
part determined by the replacement component. ] 

wherein a replacement part for said selected part is determined as follows: 

if said selected new part is not compatible with one or more existing parts, a compatible 
replacement determination for a compatible product configuration selection to be made as 
follows: 
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if said new part is incompatible with a base part, deselect said new part, and select a 

compatible replacement for said new part: 

if said new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and an alternate 
accessory part is not available, deselect said new part and select a compatible replacement for 
said new part: 

else if said selected new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and 
an alternate accessory part is available, deselect said existing accessory part, select said altemate 
accessory part, and maintain the selection of said new part: and 

a product configuration component which configures said product, using compatible 
product configuration selections, and displays a valid product configuration. 

Claim 13. A computer storage medium containing a data structure for storing part 
incompatibility information, wherein the data structure comprises: 

a plurality of records in a table, each record including at least two product identification 
values, said values representing that said products represented by said identification values are 
incompatible, and 
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an indication as to product identification values which are suitable replacements for at 
least one of said product identification values entered in said record[.] ; 

said data structure to be used for suitable replacement determination as follows: 

if said selected new part is not compatible with one or more existing parts, compatible 
replacement determination made as follows: 

if said new part is incompatible with a base part, deselect said new part, and select a 
compatible replacement for said new part: 

if said new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and an altemate 
accessory part is not available, deselect said new part and select a compatible replacement for 
said new part; 

else if said selected new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and 
an altemate accessory part is available, deselect said existing accessory part, select said altemate 
accessory part, and maintain the selection of said new part: and 

said data structure to be used in the determination of a valid product configuration for display. 
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Claim 14. A computer storage medium containing computer-useable instructions embodied 
thereon, the computer-useable instructions for causing a computing, device to perform a method 
for configuring a product by determining compatibility of parts in a selected product 
configuration, wherein the method comprises configuring a product by: 


receiving a selection of a new part; 

determining whether said new part is compatible with one or more existing parts of the 
product configuration; and 

if said new part is not compatible with one or more existing parts, [determining a 
replacement part for one of an existing incompatible part and said new part, wherein a 
replacement part for said new part is determined if said existing incompatible part is a base 
part, and wherein a replacement part for said new part is determined if said existing i, 
incompatible part is an accessory part and an alternative accessory part for said existing 
incompatible part is not available, and wherein a replacement part for said existing 
incompatible part is determined if said existing incompatible part is an accessory part and an 
ahemative accessory part is available for said existing incompatible part.] 


a compatible replacement determination for a compatible product configuration selection to 
be made as follows: 
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if said selected new part is not compatible with one or more existing parts, 
a compatible replacement determination for a compatible product configuration selection to be 
made as follows: 

if said new part is incompatible with a base part, deselect said new part, and select a 
compatible replacement for said new part: 

if said new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and an alternate 
accessory part is not available, deselect said new part and select a compatible replacement for 
said new part: 

else if said selected new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and 
an alternate accessory part is available, deselect said existing accessory part, select said alternate 
accessory part, and maintain the selection of said new part: and 

displaying valid product configuration, comprising said compatible product configuration 
selections. 


THE END 
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5. Claims 1, 4-6, 8, 9-14, and 17-19 (to be renumbered in order) are allowed. 


The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Independent claims 1, 9, 13, and 14 are provide a (Remarks, page 15, last line) preference for 
particular parts when incompatibilities between selected parts are determined. The preference in 
deciding which part to replace, is to replace existing non-base component parts with suitable 
replacement parts that are compatible with the newly selected part (and maintain the choice of 
the newly selected part). However, in the case where the newly selected part is incompatible 
with the base component, then the system will provide an ahemative newly selected part to the 
customer for selection. 

Lichtenberg, and other cited prior arts taken alone or in combination, fails to teach or suggest all 
limitations of independent claims 1, 8, 13, and 14, including: 

"if said selected new part is not compatible with one or more existing parts, a compatible 
replacement determination for a compatible product configuration selection to be made as 
follows: 

if said new part is incompatible with a base part, deselect said new part, and select a 
compatible replacement for said new part; 
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if said new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and an alternate 
accessory part is not available, deselect said new part and select a compatible replacement for 
said new part; 

else if said selected new part is incompatible with an existing selected accessory part, and 
an alternate accessory part is available, deselect said existing accessory part, select said altemate 
accessory part, and maintain the selection of said new part; and 

displaying valid product configuration, comprising said compatible product configuration 
selections." 

Moreover, evidence for modifying the prior art teachings by one of ordinary skill level in the art 
was not uncovered so as to result in the invention as recited. 

Thus, all remaining dependent claims, claims 4-6, 8, 10-12, and 17-19 are allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 
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6. 


The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 


disclosure. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Steelman, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3704. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday, from 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wei 
Zhen can be reached at (571) 272-3708. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned: 571-273-8300. 

Any inquuy of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Apphcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Mary Steebnan 


11/22/2006 



